No evidence of linkage to chromosome 9q21-22 in a Swedish family with frontotemporal dementia and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
Frontotemporal dementia (FTD) is a neurodegenerative disorder, sometimes occurring together with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) within the same family. Recently, a region on chromosome 9q21-22 was reported to harbour a locus that may participate in both disorders [Hosler, B.A., et al., JAMA., 284 (2000) 1664-1669]. In the present study, a Swedish pedigree with both ALS and FTD segregating in the family was investigated by linkage analysis with five markers on chromosome 9q21-22. The pedigree included 17 individuals in two generations, with five affected cases available for analysis. As two-point logarithm of odds scores close to zero were obtained for all markers tested, the region on chromosome 9q21-22 is suggested to be excluded as candidate region in this Swedish FTD/ALS family. Our conclusion is therefore that additional loci involved in these two disorders must be operating.